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URBAN  DISTRICT  OR  FAI LS  WORTH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of  the  Failsworth  Urban 
District  Council. 

M iss  Barnes  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Interim 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944,  as  per  Article  17 
(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  Section 
14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circulars  40/ 44  and  49/45. 

As  in  the  previous  war  years,  this  Report  once  more  appears  in  its 
abbreviated  form. 

1 wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  and  support  shown 
by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  acknowledge 
the  co-operation  oi  my  lellow  officials,  and  thank  my  staff  lor  their  help 
throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HAZEL  I.  ASHFORD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Heal  111. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Failsworth  is  a compact  Urban  District  of  1072  acres,  of  which  9 
acres  are  covered  with  water. 

There  is  a gradual  rise  from  286  feet  above  sea  level  at  the 
Manchester  extremity  to  354  feet  above  sea  level  at  the  Oldham 
extremity. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  Wards — the  Lower  near  Manchester, 
and  Higher  nearer  Oldham.  This  division  is  effected  by  the  Rochdale 
Canal,  which  passes  through  the  district. 

The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay,  with  sand  and  gravel  in  places  over-lying 
the  coal  measures. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  ETC. 

The  district  is  entirely  industrial,  the  staple  industry  being  cotton 
spinning  and  manufacturing. 

During  the  last  five  years  the  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  granted 
in  the  Township  was  : 1940,  £4,820  14s.  Od.  ; 1941,  £3,836  19s.  5d.  ; 
1942,  £3,545  Is.  4d. ; 1943,  £2,721  Os.  Id.  ; 1944,  £4,810  Is.  lOd. 

No  gratuitous  medical  relief,  beyond  the  Poor  Relief,  is  instituted  in 
the  district. 

A public  mortuary  is  erected  in  the  yard  at  the  rear  of  the  Council 
Offices. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 1072 

Population  (Census  1931) 15724 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for 

mid-year  1944)  16550 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  3883 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1944) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  5516 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers 

(Census  1931)...  4077 

Rateable  Value  £83,062 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate  (Estimated)  ...£321.36 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Not  available. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  N THE  AREA. 

Hospitals. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  existing  between 
the  Urban  District  Council  and  the  various  hospitals  serving  the  area. 

Professional  Nursing  ln  the  Home. 

No  provision  is  made  for  nursing  in  the  home  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority, but  in  cases  of  general  sickness,  two  nurses  of  the  Failsworth  and 
New  Moston  Sick  Nursing  Association  are  available,  and  visits  are  made 
upon  the  written  request  of  a medical  practitioner. 

The  County  Authorities  maintain  one  nurse  for  duties  in  connection 
with  their  tuberculosis  scheme. 

Mid  wives. 

No  midwife  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority.  There 
are  two  midwives  on  the  Register,  and  both  are  actually  practising. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  joint  scheme  with  Oldham  has  worked  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year,  and  has  remained  unchanged. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  available  at  the  Oldham  Royal  Inhrmary  and  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  University  of  Manchester.  Tuberculosis  specimens 
are  also  examined  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  County  Council  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Ante-Natal,  Child  Welfare,  Minor  Ailments,  Dental,  and  Ophthalmic 
Clinics  for  this  district  are  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  Countv 
Council,  and  are  held  at  Firs  Hall,  Oldham  Road. 

A Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
is  held  at  Firs  Hall,  by  appointment. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  

1934 

10 

1942 

4 ... 

1943 

7 

1944 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

..  71  ... 

72  ... 

41 

Pneumonia  

35 

...  24  ... 

17  ... 

27 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

4 

2 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

..Nil  ... 

1 ... 

Nil 

Ervsipelas  

9 

...  Nil 

1 ... 

6 

Enteric  Group  

1 

...Nil  ... 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

Nil 

n 

i 

5 

3 

Tuberculosis  

45 

...  29  . . 

37  ... 

25 

Measles  

Nil 

...  225  .. 

1 56  . . . 

210 

Whooping  Cough  

Nil 

...  36  ... 

142  ... 

63 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Nil 

1 ... 

Nil  ... 

1 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

Nil 

...Nil  .. 

1 ... 

3 

Polio-Encephalitis  .... 

Nil 

...  Nil  .. 

Nil  ... 

1 

139 

. . . 399  . . 

441  ... 

389 
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1 here  was  a decrease  in  the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during'  the  year  1944,  as  compared  with  either  of  the 
previous  two  years. 

1 he  decrease  is  most  noticeable  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough, 
which  showed  (id  cases,  against  149  in  1943.  1 he  majority  ol  these 

cases,  however,  occurred  in  children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  live 
years,  but  none  were  fatal.  Supplies  of  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine,  avail- 
able at  the  Public  Health  Department,  have  been  used  by  medical  prac- 
titioners for  the  treatment  of  Failsworth  residents. 

The  number  of  measles  cases  notified  rose  again,  following  the  usual 
trend  of  this  disease,  but  even  so,  the  incidence  cannot  be  considered 
unduly  high.  Again  the  records  show  that  the  disease  most  frequently- 
occurred  in  children  aged  between  two  and  five  years,  and  also  during 
the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July. 

Of  the  seven  cases  of  diphtheria  notified,  two  only  were  severe,  the 
remainder  being  of  a mild  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  the 
disease.  Four  of  the  cases  had  been  immunised.  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion sessions  are  held  once  per  month  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  232 
children  completed  the  immunisation  course  during  the  year.  Of  this 
number  204  were  under  five  years  of  age,  and  28  between  five  and  10 
years.  In  addition  to  this  scheme,  free  immunisation  material  is  available 
at  the  Health  Department  for  the  use  of  medical  practitioners  on  request. 
It  is  estimated  that,  at  the  end  of  1944,  64.58  per  cent,  of  the  children 
between  five  and  15  years  of  age  had  been  immunised,  either  privately 
or  at  the  Clinic.  The  percentage  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  was 
57.16.  Altogether,  approximately  61.42  per  cent,  of  the  child  population 
of  the  district  have  been  immunised.  In  the  case  of  very  young  children 
being  immunised,  parents  are  advised  that  a further  “ safety  ” injection 
be  given  when  the  child  commences  school,  or  in  about  four  years’  time. 
A sufficient  length  of  time  has  elapsed  since  the  inception  of  the  immunisa- 
tion scheme  for  the  result  of  this  advice  to  be  felt,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  a fair  number  of  safety  injections  are  now  being  given. 
Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  supplies  continue  to  be  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  232,000  units  were  supplied  to  medical  prac- 
titioners during  1944. 

There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  scarlet  fever  incidence — 41  in 
1944  as  against  72  in  1943 — and  it  was  of  a mild  type.  This  fact  enabled 
several  cases  to  be  satisfactorily  nursed  at  home,  particularly  in  view  of  a 
temporarv  difficulty  in  obtaining  admission  to  hospital,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  cases  occurring  in  neighbouring  districts. 

Acute  primary  and  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  showed  a slight 
increase  over  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

There  was  also  a slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  erysipelas,  there 
being  six  cases  in  1944,  against  one  in  1943. 

Three  cases  of  cercbro-spina!  fever  were  notified,  compared  with  five 
in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 


One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  notified,  and  one  of  polio- 
encephalitis. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Number  of  specimens  examined  in  1944 — 

(1)  By  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester  : — 

Diphtheria  29,  Sputum  for  T.B.  four,  Streptoccocci  two. 

(2)  By  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  : — 

Diphtheria  22,  Sputum  for  T.B.  one. 

(3)  By  Dr.  G.  Fletcher,  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the 
Area  : — 

Sputum  146 — positive  20,  negative  90. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  Contacts,  (b)  Return  Cases, 

(c)  Carrier  Cases. 

(a)  All  contacts  kept  from  school  until  one  week  after  house  and 
bedding  have  been  disinfected  ; notice  is  sent  to  the  head  teacher,  and 
necessary  instructions  given  as  to  exclusion,  etc.  (b)  nil.  (c)  nil. 


Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Number  of  vaccinations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

(a)  Primary,  Nil.  (b)  Re- vaccination,  Nil. 
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Methojds  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

On  receipt  oi  a notification  the  house  is  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  particulars  as  to  character  of  house,  number  of  occupants, 
schools  attended  by  children,  milk  supply,  etc.,  are  obtained,  and  any 
possible  source  of  infection  is  thoroughly  investigated.  If  school  chil- 
dren are  concerned,  the  headmaster  of  the  school  attended  is  at  once 
notified,  and  children  from  the  house  are  not  allowed  to  attend  school. 
The  laundries  in  the  locality  are  notified  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
Isolation  of  the  patient  is  insisted  upon,  and  if  this  cannot  be  satisfac- 
torily carried  out  at  home,  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the 
patient  is  removed  to  the  Westhulme  Isolation  Hospital,  Oldham; 
Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester;  or  the  Borough  Hospital,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne. 

Printed  instructions  as  to  methods  of  isolation,  etc.,  are  left  at  the 

house.  Disinfectant  fluid  and  soap  are  supplied  free  of  charge.  Houses 
where  cases  are  being  treated  at  home  are  kept  under  observation  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  soon  as  the  patient  is  certified  as  being  no  longer  infectious,  the 
infected  room  or  rooms  are  fumigated  with  formaldehyde  vapour 
Bedding  is  removed  for  disinfection  by  steam  in  the  Oldham  Corporation 
Disinfector. 

Any  nuisances  and  defects  at  infected  houses  are  noted  and  dealt 

with 

In  cases  of  enteric  fever,  special  sanitary  receptacles  are  provided, 
and  the  contents  disposed  of  by  the  sanitary  authority. 

During  the  year,  85  houses  have  been  disinfected,  and  articles  of 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  have  been  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfector 

belonging  to  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  to  shorten  the  period  of  stay  in 
hospital  of  uncomplicated  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever;  but  where  efficient 
isolation  and  supervision  can  be  obtained,  the  patient  is,  as  indicated 
above,  allowed  to  be  nursed  at  home. 

When  school  intimations  of  infectious  disease  are  received,  any 
pupil  or  person  found  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  disease  is  imme- 
diately isolated  and  contacts  examined. 

The  following  schools  in  the  district  were  disinfected  : — Senior  Boys' 
School,  Senior  Girls’  School,  Mather  Street  School,  Holy  Trinity  School, 
St.  Mary’s  School,  Stansfield  Road  School,  and  St.  John’s  School. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  district,  the  disinfection  of  all 
clothing  being  carried  out  by  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

No  facilities  exist  in  the  district  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of 
verminous  persons  and  their  belongings. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


1 

Age — Periods 

New  Cases 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-  j 
Pulmonary; 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years 

O 1 ’ . . 

l 

1 — 5 

✓ 

c — 10 

I 

10-15 

1 

I 

15— 20 

2 

... 

20—25 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

... 

... 

25—35 

2 

3 

1 

... 

... 

35—45 

2 

I 

'‘j 

2 

! 

45  — 55 

3 

j 1 

55-65  

2 

... 

1 

65  and  upwards. . . 

• • • 

I 

Totals 

13  1 1 

4 

7 

6 

3 

2 

*4 

1 

1 

9 

2 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  this  district  is  quite  efficient,  and 
no  action  has  been  necessary  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in 
the  milk  trade,  nor  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

The  duties  of  tuberculosis  visitation  arc  carried  out  bv  the  staff  of 
the  County  Council.  Paper  handkerchiefs  and  cardboard  sputum  cups 
are  kept  in  the  Health  Department,  and  are  given  on  demand. 

Disinfection  of  the  rooms  and  bedding  is  carried  out  in  all  eases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  when  the  patient  dies,  removes  from  the  district, 
or  enters  sanatorium 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  examinations  ol  sputum  were  made  by  Dr. 
G.  Fletcher,  20  of  these  being  positive  and  96  negative. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Description  of  Special  Arrangements  or  Action  Taken  for  the 

Investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths  and  Cases  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

(1)  Ante-Natal. — Abnormal  cases  go  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Man- 
chester and  patients  pay  according  to  their  means. 

The  Municipal  Hospital,  Boundary  Park,  Oldham,  takes  Public 
Assistance  cases,  and  also  private  paying  patients. 

Crossley  Hospital,  near  Brook  Street,  Manchester,  takes  paying 
patients. 

(2)  Supply  of  Midwives. — No  midwife  is  employed  or  subsidised  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

There  are  two  midwives  on  the  Register,  and  both  are  practising  in 
the  District,  their  patients  being  mostly  insured  persons.  Other  patients 
are  dealt  with  by  or  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  at 
Boundary  Park,  Oldham. 

(3)  Consultants. — Where  difficulties  arise  the  patients  are  sent  to 
the  Municipal  Hospital,  Boundary  Park,  Oldham,  or  St.  Mary’s  Hos- 
pital, Manchester. 

(4)  Hospital  Beds. — Ample  provision  in  respect  of  hospital  accom- 
modation is  available  within  easy  reach  of  the  District,  and  no  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  this  respect.  The  Hospitals  available  are  as  follows  : — 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ; the  Municipal  Hospital,  Boundary 
Park,  Oldham ; and  the  Crossley  Hospital,  Manchester,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
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C.anses  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  daring  the  Year 
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TABLE  I.— continued 

11444  Compiled  from  Local  Returns. 
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TABLE  II. 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  TABLE. 

Causes  of  Death , 1944. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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TABLE  III. 

Infant  Mortality  during’  the  Year  1944. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 
of  Age.  Compiled  from  Local  Returns. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  330;  illegitimate,  11. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of — legitimate  infants,  10  ; illegitimate  infants,  Nil. 
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Causes  oj \ and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  ig44  oj 
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TABLE  IV.— continued. 

Residents  who  died  outside  the  District.  Compiled  from  Local  Returns 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  ANO 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Failsworth  Urban  District  Council. 
Miss  Barnes  and  Gentlemen, 

For  your  information,  1 herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 

The  number  and  nature  ol  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors, notices  served,  and  the  results,  are  indicated  in  the  tables  which 
follow. 

Shortage  of  labour  has  caused  great  difficultv  in  securing  repairs, 
and  further  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials  has  been  another  contributory 
factor,  though  every  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  as  high  a standard  as 
possible. 

Smoke  abatement  is  hindered  by  the  unavoidable  use  of  low  grade 
fuel  and,  again,  difficulty  in  securing  repairs  to  plant. 

Food  shops  and  food-preparing  premises  have  been  regularly  in- 
spected, and  the  milk  supply  has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory 
standard. 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained.  Difficulty  in 
hiring  alternative  transport  during  breakdowns  has  been  experienced, 
and  week-end  repairs  have  been  carried  out  in  order  to  keep  the  motor 
vehicle  on  the  road.  Overtime  has  also  been  necessary.  Salvage 
generally  tends  to  decrease,  but  kitchen  refuse  returns  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  Members  and  Officials  ol  the 
Council  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  GILLING, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent . 


I am, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  good  in  quality  and  sulhcient  in  quantity.  The 
whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  14  houses  and  a poultry  run, 
is  supplied  by  Oldham  Corporation.  The  exceptions  being-  supplied  by- 
Manchester  Corporation. 

No  raw  water  is  supplied,  and  no  sample  of  raw  water  has  been 
obtained.  There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo  solvency,  and  no  cases  of  lead 
poisoning  have  occurred. 

All  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  direct  from  public 
water  mains. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  river  Medlock  adjoins  the  Sewage  Works,  and  receives  the 
sewage  effluent.  It  flows  along  the  south-east  border  of  the  district. 
The  sewage  effluent  has  satisfied  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee. 
On  the  opposite  boundary  of  the  district  is  the  Moston  Brook,  which 
flows  into  the  river  Irk.  No  complaints  have  been  made  of  this  brook 
during  the  year.  A smaller  brook,  named  Lord’s  Brook,  flows  into  the 
Medlock,  and  another  small  stream  occurs  near  the  Cemetery. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  1944. 

All  drains  are  examined  before  being  covered  in,  and  smoke  or  watei 
tests  applied  where  applicable. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  are  partly  brick  and  partly  pipe.  Most  of 
the  storm  water  finds  its  way  into  the  sewers.  They  are  periodically 
flushed  by  water-carts,  and  are  ventilated  by  open  manholes  and  gratings. 
House  drains  are  well  trapped,  and  soil  pipes  are  properly  ventilated. 
The  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works. 

Treatment  of  Sewage  at  Disposal  Works. — The  dry-weather  flow 
of  sewage  is  approximately  1,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  sewage  enters 
the  works  through  a cast-iron  pipe,  3 feet  in  diameter,  and  passes  over  a 
water-wheel,  which  breaks  up  the  solids,  and  at  the  same  time  works  a 
lime  mixer.  The  crude  sewage  is  treated  with  lime  and  ferrous  sulphate 
and  passes  through  two  detritus  tanks,  on  through  six  upward  flow  tanks 
to  two  settling  tanks,  after  which  it  flows  into  twelve  sprinkler 
filters,  the  effluent  being  subjected  to  humus  tanks  and  strainer  filters 
before  being  discharged  into  the  river  Medlock. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  the  various 
sanitary  conveniences  in  the  district  ,at  the  close  of  the  year  ; — 


CLOSETS. 

Houses  and  Public  B’d’gs 
Shops  & Rec.  G’ds 

1 

Factories 

TOTALS 

Privy-midden  closets  ...  

2 

2 

Pail-closets  

57 

. . . 

22 

79* 

Fresh  water-closets  

5601 

190 

531 

6322 

Waste  water-closets  

135 

. . . 

1 35 

5795 

190 

553 

6538 

*Three  of  these  Pails  are  temporary,  being  attached  to 

caravan  dwellings. 


Conversions  : — 


During 

During  5 years 

year  1944 

1939-1943 

-To  fresh  W.C.s  

Nil 

3 

To  waste  W.C.s  

Nil 

Nil 

To  pails,  etc 

Nil 

4 

To  fresh  W.C.s  

Nil 

8 

To  waste  W.C.s  

Nil 

Nil 

to  fresh  W.C.s  

1G 

10 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  the  various 
refuse  receptacles. 


REFUSE  RECEPTACLES. 

Homes  and 

Shops 

Public  B'd'gs 
& Rec.  G'ds 

Factories 

TOTALS 

Privy-middens  (covered) 

Dry  ashpits  (covered) 

Metal  ashbins  

| 

2 

I 

5^9 

49 

26 

2 

I 

5774 

| 57° 2 

49 

26 

5777 

•21 


NIGHTSOIL  AND  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 


Table  showing  number  of  receptacles  emptied,  monthly. 


1944 

No.  of 
Weeks 

Ashpits 

Privy 

Middens 

Ashbins 

Loads 

Pails 

Barrels 

January 

5 

2 

10 

3°398 

295 

505 

10 

February  

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

March  

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

April  

4 

2 

8 

25868 

261 

404 

8 

May  

5 

3 

10 

3°3°5 

295 

5°5 

10 

June  

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

July  

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

August  

5 

3 

10 

30305 

295 

5°5 

10 

September  

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

October 

4 

2 

8 

24244 

236 

404 

8 

November  

5 

2 

10 

30305 

295 

5°5 

10 

December  

4 

2 

8 

2 3644 

231 

404 

8 

Totals  in  1944 

52 

26 

104 

316289 

3088 

5252 

104 

Totals  in  1943 

52 

26 

1 io4 

3 1 25 1 2 

3041 

5252 

104 

A 20-h.p.  “ Vulcan  ” Refuse  Collector,  with  all  metal  body  of 
6i  cubic  yard  capacity,  along  with  a horse  team  and  an  extra  team 
working  part  of  the  week,  carries  out  the  work  of  refuse  collection. 
Four  loaders  and  one  driver  are  employed  on  the  “ Vulcan 
Freighter,  and  one  driver  and  loader  are  employed  on  the  horse  and 
cart  in  the  emptying  of  ashbins,  middens,  and  pails  ; a special  barrel  or 
tumbler  cart  is  used  for  the  removal  of  night-soil  from  the  pail  closets. 

The  extra  horse  team  is  employed  five  mornings  each  week,  and  suci 
other  time  as  is  necessary,  in  t he  emptying  of  ashbins  and  is  engaged  the 
rest  of  the  week  in  the  cartage  of  covering  material  to  the  Broadway  I ip. 

Overtime  has  been  necessary  on  account  of  salvage  and  holidays,  ant! 
in  this  connection  the  use  of  a lorry  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department  lot 
the  collection  of  bulk  salvage  has  also  been  necessary. 


DISPOSAL. 

Nightsoil — This  is  discharged  dow-n  a specially  built  chute  to  the 
sewer.  The  chute  is  flushed  with  a hose-pipe  (which  is  connected  to  a 
standpipe)  after  each  discharge,  and  as  the  inside  walls  of  the  chutte 
consist  of  white  glazed  bricks,  no  smell  or  evidence  of  the  night-soil  is 
visible  after  the  hose-pipe  has  been  turned  on. 


22 


House  Refuse. — I his  is  disposed  of  by  what  is  known  as  Con- 
trolled 1 ipping  ; low-lying  land  is  being  filled  up,  which  will  ultimately 
become  an  asset  to  the  district  in  the  shape  ol  playing  fields  or  recreation 
grounds. 

Salvage. — 1 he  salvage  of  bottles,  black  scrap,  and  other  metals, 
bones,  rags,  and  paper,  has  been  carried  on  vigorously  during  the  year. 
A sum  ol  ,£,757  3 7s.  9d.  has  been  realised  by  the  sale  of  these  materials, 
as  compared  with  ^930  14s.  9d.  for  1943. 

The  weights  of  material  salvaged  during  the  year  are  as  follows  ; — 

Tons.Cwts. 


Books,  Newspapers,  etc 8 4 

Cardboard  and  other  Paper  89  14 

Iron  4 18 

Tins  17  2f 

Mixed  Metals  (Brass,  Copper,  etc.)  3| 

Textiles  7 144- 

Bottles  and  Glass  20  5 

Rubber  II 

Bones  1 8| 

Miscellaneous  1J 


During  the  year,  222  tons  4|  cwls.  of  kitchen  refuse  have  been  col- 
lected by  the  local  pig-keepers  from  the  communal  bins  placed  out  by  the 
Council.  This  weight  is  only  10  tons  less  than  the  amount  collected 
during  the  previous  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  tabular  statement  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935,  and  contains  information  as  to  : — 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  ; 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguish- 
ing statutory  from  informal  notices ; 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  1944. 


Dwelling  Houses — 

Verminous  houses  13 

Unclean  houses  3 

Kitchen  ranges,  fireplaces  and  flues 25 

Washboilers  1 

Defective  ceiling  construction  5 

Defective  plaster  115 

Floors  and  stairs 43 

Doors,  windows  and  cords  99 

Damp  walls  76 

Sinks  18 

Waste  pipes  and  channels 45 

Roofs 48 

Pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls  85 

Yard  paving  and  paths  54 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  88 

Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  48 

Defective  W.C.  apparatus  and  buildings  57 

Defective  chimney  stacks  9 

Defective  water  supply  and  cisterns 7 

Defective  ashbins 651 

Ventilation  6 

Offensive  accumulations  . . 3 

Miscellaneous  7 

Factories — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  47 

Other  nuisances  4 

Farms  and  Dairies — 

Cowsheds  limewashed  2 

Removal  of  manure 1 

Stables  and  Piggeries — 

Illegal  stables  closed  3 

Cleansing  and  limewashing  5 

Structural  defects 4 

Provision  for  manure  

Rat  proofing 1 


Food  Premises — 

Cleansing  and  limewashing 

Structural  defects 

Removal  of  refuse  


Total...  1618 


Complaints  received  and  investigated 


387 
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TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  CAMPING  STI  ES,  ETC. 

During-  the  year  two  additional  occupied  sheds  were  discovered.  One 
was  closed  and  action  is  proceeding-  in  respect  of  the  other.  Two  other 
vans  were  demolished. 

At  the  end  of  December,  194  1,  the  number  of  Van  Dwellings,  etc., 
was  six,  the  number  occupied  being  four. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  compli- 
ance with  Byelaws  made  by  this  Council  in  1928. 

No  licences  in  respect  to  Camping  Sites  have  been  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority,  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Ninety-six  observations  have  been  made  during  the  year.  Five  in- 
formal notices  or  verbal  cautions  were  given,  and  satisfactory  results 
obtained. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Thirteen  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  and  were  disinfested 
with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  or  Sulphur  Dioxide. 

All  tenants  are  advised  as  to  the  method  of  re-infestation  and  pre 
cautions  to  be  taken. 

No  evidence  of  re-infestation  has  been  found. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Following  a direction  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  a survey  of  the 
district  for  the  existence  of  rodents  was  carried  out,  a rodent  operative 
engaged,  and  all  infested  premises  treated  by  Ministry  of  Food  methods, 
under  agreement  with  the  occupiers,  except  in  such  cases  where  the 
occupier  engaged  a private  contractor.  Re-visits  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  so  as  to  keep  such  premises  under  control. 

During  the  year,  159  premises  were  inspected  as  a result  of  com- 
plaints or  evidence  revealed  during  the  survey,  and  6L  of  these  were 
treated  for  rats  and  mice. 

The  total  number  of  rats  and  mice  killed  is  estimated  at  2,427. 

The  sewers  were  baited  and,  where  necessary,  post-baited,  601 
manholes  being  treated.  The  percentage  of  takes  on  the  first  baiting- 
operation  was  15.9  per  cent.,  and  on  post-bailing,  10.6  per  cent.  The 
number  of  rats  estimated  killed  was  1,457. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seven  elementary  day  schools  in  the  district — Senior  Boys’ 
Council  School,  Senior  Girls’  Council  School,  Mather  Street  Council 
School,  Stansfield  Road  Council  School,  St.  John’s  School  and  Holy 
trinity  (both  National),  and  St.  Mary’s  (Roman  Catholic).  The  schools 
are  supplied  with  town’s  water,  and  are  provided  with  closets  on  the 
water  carriage  system. 
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HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  Nil 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons Nil 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  (<z)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 
ing delects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1445 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2839 

(*>)  (“)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  (1932)  76 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  169 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  3 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  1029 

2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  bv  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  139 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 136 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(c)  By  Owners  65 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 23 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  718 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  438 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 208 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

4 — Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

A.  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  (according  to  existing  register) 19 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 19 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 123^ 

B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  1 

C.  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 17 


28 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  ROOD. 


( a ) Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  district  is  five,  one  of  which  pro- 
duces accredited  milk.  The  number  of  dairymen  and  milk  purveyors 
(excluding-  cowkeepers)  is  58,  including  43  milk  shops. 

Forty-four  visits  were  paid  to  farms  during  the  year,  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  of  structures  and  milking  methods.  Milk  shops  have  also 
been  periodically  inspected. 

A large  pasteurising  plant  owned  by  the  United  Co-operative  Dairies 
jg  situated  in  the  district.  The  process  of  pasteurisation  is  by  the  Short 
Term  High  Temperature  method.  This  has  been  inspected  periodically, 
and  recording  charts  and  thermometers  checked.  Samples  have  also  been 
taken  periodically  for  bacterial  count  and  phosphatase  tests. 


The  Milk  (Sfecial  Designations)  Order,  1936  : — 


No.  of  dealers’  licences  (including 
supplementary  licences)  issued 
during  1944  in  respect  of  : — 


No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect 
of  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  : — 


“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  : 


(i.)  Bottling  Nil 

(ii.)  Distribution  Nil 

“ Accredited  ” milk  : 

(i.)  Bottling  Nil 

(ii.)  Distribution  Nil 


Pasteurising  plants  

Retail  Distributors  3* 


*Supplementary  Licences. 


Fifty-four  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  \e<ti, 
including  two  taken  for  the  County  Authorities,  the  results  of  which 
are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


SUMMARY  OK  MILK  EXAMINATIONS  during  1944. 


Sample 

No. 

Methy- 

lene 

Blue 

Cultivation  of 

Bacil 

us  Coli  present  in 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Bacteria  at 
37deg.  in  48 
hours  per  1 cc. 

1 0 cc. 

0.1  cc  of 
3 l ubes 

0.01  cc.  of 
3 l ubes 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Designation 
of  Milk 

i 

89,000 

Present 

Pi  esent 

Present 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

2 

3 

1,490 

61,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Pasteurised 

Short  Term 

4 

63,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Pasteurised 

5 

110,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

” | 

6 

Absent 

7 

Absent 

8 

Absent 

9 

Absent 

*10 

Absent 

11 

Present 

*12 

. — 

Absent 

*13 

Absent 

*14 

Present 

*15 

Absent 

*16 

Absent 

*17 

Absent 

*18 

Absent 

*19 

Absent 

20 

Satis. 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

21 

Satis. 

Satis. 

Pasteurised 

22 

Satis. 

23 

74,000 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

24 

12,800 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

25 

10,600 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

26 

55,000 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

*27 

660,000 

Present 

Present 

Present 

*28 

5,100 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

*29 

8,800 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

*30 

10,800 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

*31 

6,000 

Present 

Present 

Absent 

.. 

... 

*32 

6,600 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

... 

33 

98,000 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Shoi  t T erm 

34 

Satis. 

Present 

Present 

Present 

Pasteurised 

35 

80,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

36 

Satis. 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Pasteurised 

37 

Present 

38 

4,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

39 

Absent 

Pasteurised 

40 

Absent 

Accredited 

41 

Absent 

42 

Absent 

43 

1,840,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

*44 

Absent 

Pasteurised 

*45 

*46 

*47 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

48 

11,900 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Short  Term 

49 

21,300 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Pasteurised 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

5,200 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Satis. 

54.000 

64.000 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

\bsent 

Satis. 

Sal  is. 

t » 

5,600 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Satis. 

Accredited 
Short  Term 

Pasteurised 

Samples  <y  milk  produced  on  out-district  farms. 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

The  following1  premises  are  licensed  or  registered  by  the  Local 
Authority  : — 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  Preserved 

Food,  including  Fish  Friers  32 

Hawkers’  Storage  Premises  2 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  above  registered  premises  at 
regular  intervals.  Among  those  registered  for  the  preparation  of  pre- 
served food,  seven  were  cleansed  and  limewashed  as  a result  of  informal 
action. 


Three  hawkers  were  licensed,  and  their  carts  were  inspected  at 
intervals  also,  no  defects  being  found.  The  storage  premises  of  two  were 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory  ; the  premises  of  the  third  are  situated 
outside  the  district  and  were  satisfactorily  reported  upon  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  concerned. 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  on  in  Failsworth,  as  the  central  slaughter- 
house has  remained  closed  during  the  year. 

Butchers’  shops  have  been  inspected,  and  the  Public  Health  Meat 
Regulations  of  1924  and  1935  have  been  observed  in  every  instance. 

In  all,  358  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared,  stored,  or  sold.  Thirty-three  informal  notices  were  served, 
30  being  complied  with ; two  statutory  notices  were  served  and  the  work 
completed  in  both  instances. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any 

case. 


The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods 
seized  or  surrendered  during  the  year,  upon  being  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Description  of  Food. 

Lamb  

Pork  

Veal  

Beef  

Bacon  

Flour  

Cheese  

Dried  Fruits  

Canned  Foods  

Miscellaneous  


Weight  Condemned. 
Tons.Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

21 

1  011 

2 3 9 

3 0 16£ 

3 

2 19 

13* 

3 19 

13  0 27f 

o i a 


Total 


2 3 li 


Bakehouses. — There  are  25  in  the  district  at  the  present  time,  one 
having  closed  down  during  the  year.  \ number  of  these  are  really  part 
of  a dwelling-house.  All  were  frequently  visited,  and  10  verbal  cautions 
for  lime-washing  and  structural  repairs  were  given,  all  being  complied 
with. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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SAMPLING  OP  POOL)  AND  DRUGS. 

This  part  oJ  the  Act  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  I he  County  Council  Inspectors  submitted  17  samples  ol  Food, 
etc.,  purchased  in  this  district,  for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst.  All 
samples,  which  included  10  of  milk,  were  found  to  be  genuine. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

These  consist  of  one  tripe  boiling  premises.  This  has  been  in 
existence  a considerable  time.  No  complaints  were  received,  and  the 
business  is  carried  on  so  as  to  be  free  from  nuisance. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  on  which  rag  flock  is  manu- 
factured, used,  or  sold. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

Licences  were  granted  to  20  firms  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum,  to 
which  the  Petroleum  Acts  apply,  each  licence  being  for  the  duration  ot 
twelve  months. 

All  the  petroleum  is  kept  in  separate  stores,  specially  constructed  of 
fire-proof  material  throughout,  and  the  Regulations  otherwise  complied 
with. 
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